
Academy For Success  
             

Course:  Probability and Statistics 

 

Length of Course: Year South Carolina 

Uniform Grading 

Scale 
A= 90-100 
B= 80-89 

C= 70-79 
D= 60-69 

F= Below 60  

Instructor: Jo Dowdy 

 

Number of Credits:  1 

E-mail: jdowdy@lexrich5.org 
 

Type:  College Prep 

Voice Mail: 803-575-5329  

 

 

Course Description:  

  
This course provides students the opportunity to study up-to-date statistical topics and techniques that are 
needed to understand consumer oriented statistics encountered daily.  Activities will involve students in 
collecting, displaying, and interpreting real data.  Students will analyze data using formulas and concepts.  

Students will use graphing calculators and other methods to produce charts and graphs. 

 

Instructional Goals:  
 
As your teacher, my goal is to teach you to be a better critical thinker, reader, and processor of 
information.  When you complete this course, you will be a more rational thinker, a more conscientious 

consumer, and a more informed citizen.  You will learn statistical vocabulary, processes, methods, and 
how statistics are used in the world around you to make you aware of when someone is trying to influence 

your decisions using statistics.  You will participate in numerous hands-on class lab activities that will help 
you apply the statistical concepts you are learning to control, but “real” situations. 

 

Textbook/ Resources: 

 
Larson, Ron & Betsy Farber. (2012). Elementary Statistics Picturing the World.  5th Edition.  Boston: 

Prentice Hall. 

 

Scope and Sequence:    
 
Throughout the course of the year we will progress through the provided textbook.  Even though we will 

not discuss every topic mentioned in the textbook, we will discuss topics in chapters 1-4 and 9.  Each 
chapter will contain at least one quiz, activity, and test with multiple homework assignments.  Students 

will be expected to participate in all discussions and activities as well as complete all written and oral 

assignments by provided due dates. 

 

Assessments/Grading:  

 
Attendance and participation in class is essential to success.  Homework will be taken up and graded on 
completion and correctness.  To receive full credit each problem must be attempted with work shown.  

Students submitting homework electronically need to have it sent before the beginning of class on the due 
date. 

 
Quizzes will be given every chapter either announced or unannounced, absence the day before a 

quiz is no excuse not to take the quiz.  The semester exam is 20% of the student’s semester grade in the 



class.  Students will also be graded on class participation in class projects, assignments, group work, etc.  
All assignments that are turned in on paper need to be written in pencil (homework, classwork, quizzes, 

tests, etc.).  All electronic assignments are to be submitted before the start of class. 
This is a senior level class, for many of you the fourth math credit required for graduation; students 

are responsible for monitoring their grades and success in the class, thus no extra credit assignments will 

be given.  The grading is weighted as follows: 
 

 Tests and Projects: 60%   

 Quizzes: 20% 

 Class Participation: 10% 

 Homework: 10% 

 

 Make-Up Work: 

 
The completion of make-up assignments is the student’s responsibility.  Students have four consecutive 

school days to make-up work, not four days in the specific class.  Be aware that four consecutive school 
days only consist of two “math class” days.  Homework assignments will be posted in class daily and in 

google classroom.  There will be no make-up quizzes.  In the student absence of a quiz, the corresponding 
chapter test will replace the quiz in the grade book.  Make-up tests will be completed the following class 

period during class unless otherwise arranged with the instructor.  There will be no re-take assessments. 
 

Nine Weeks and Credit Recovery: 

 
For students who earns a 60 or below on any nine weeks: you will be allowed to complete teacher 
assigned recovery material in apex.  Students will be allowed two weeks upon receiving material to 

complete all work.  If work is turned in partially completed, partial credit recovery will not be given.   
 

Late work policy: 

 
It is the student’s responsibility to complete and turn in assigned work on time.  The only late assignment 
that will be accepted is make-up homework due to student absence.  Students who forget materials at 

home, car, etc. will not be allowed to spend class time to retrieve assignments or turn in the late 
assignments.   
 

Plagiarism: 

 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any student found to be plagiarizing another student’s work or a 
publication will be given a zero and disciplined as deemed appropriate by the teacher and administration.  

For clarifications as to what qualifies for plagiarism, see the student handbook for more details. 

 

Tardies: 

 
If a student is not in the classroom by the first tone of the bell, they are tardy (being in the bathroom, 
getting water, dress code violations, etc. are not valid excuses).  The responsibility to arrive at school early 

enough to arrive to class on time belongs to the student.  The consequences for a tardy is mandated by the 
school administration and outlined in the student handbook. 
 

 

 

 

 



Parent Opportunities: 

 
Throughout the course of the year parents are allowed access to the parent portal through the Academy 

for Success website.  Every student is given a login name and password.  If you do not have this 
information, the front office can provide you with this information.  This allows parents to stay updated in 

student grades.  Grades are published every Friday on Power school.  All assignments and grades that are 
posted in Power school have already been returned to students.  I encourage parents to call or e-mail me 
whenever they have a question concerning their child’s progress in class.  Parent involvement has a direct 

correlation to student success. 

 

Enrichment/Academic Assistance: 

 
Additional help is available during school and after school.  Arrangements can be made with the teacher 
for help after school.  After school help is usually available Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 
 

Study Skills and Strategies: 

 
Students are encouraged to complete homework and study daily.  On days when we do not meet in class, 

it is vital that students review materials so that they are prepared for the next lesson.  In mathematics, it is 
especially helpful to complete additional practice problems and create flashcards for terms and formulas.   

 

Classroom Expectations: 

 

 Ready and Responsible 
o Arrive on-time and be in seat with materials at the start of the bell 

o All assignments that are due need to be turned in before the bell 
o Bathroom and water are visited before class, snacks must be finished and deposited of before 

class  
o Come dressed appropriately, wear ID, and be well rested 
o Positive attitude!  

 Respectful 
o Cell phones need to be turned off and out of sight for the entire class period 

o Insults and profanity are not allowed 
o Rights of others (interrupting/arguing, property) 

 Compliance with all other AFS rules and regulations 
 

Assertive Discipline Plan: 
 
1st Infraction: verbal warning 
2nd Infraction: student/teacher conference after class 

3rd Infraction: parent notification, student/teacher conference after class, referral 
4th Infraction: Referral to Administration 

*These consequences are subject to change based on the severity of the infraction* 
 

Materials: 

 
The following materials are needed every day: 

Statistics Textbook  

Fully charged Chromebook 

 

 


